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ATLANTA, Feb. 19— The 
House's demanding schedule may 
have made some lawmakers weary, 
but not Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
Ga.),, vdio spent a full day of this 
Jong holiday weekend preaching his 
conservative philosophy to like- 
minded constituents and cable tele- 
vision viewers. 

Gingrich seems to beheve if he 
talks more than the opposition, he 
can win current political debates 
over how to balance the federal 
budget and scale back the govern- 
ment. 

“The trick is persistence,” Gin- 
grich said, “ff you are prepared to 
talk about ideas long enough, the 
ideas filter out.” 

And talk he did. He spoke for- 


public consumption for most of five 
hours Saturday during a morning 
college course he teaches, a brief 
news conference, an afternoon 
town meeting and a cable television 
interview at night. His roles varied 
firdm professor to speaker to local 
congressman, but fte basic mes- 
sage did not change. 

“It doesrft say anywhere in the 
Declaration of Independence or the 
Constitution that anybody is enti- 
tled to anything except the right to 
pursue happiness,” Gingrich de- 
clared in one of the most-applauded 
statements at the town meeting. 

A whimsical “Dr. Gingrich,” who 
has a PhD in European history, lec- 
tured for two hours at Reinhardt 
College in Waleska, Ga., on the fu- 
tmistic subject of “The Third Wave 
and American Civilization.” His pro- 
nouncements on anthropology. 


world Wstory, economics and mod- 
ern management were illustrated 
with videos transmitted over two 
cable television networks. The vid- 
eos made the closely scripted 
course more like a sales presenta- 
ti(Mi than a traditional academic lec- 
ture. 

Twice, the part-time professor 
veered into govermnent policy is- 
sues in an offhand way, suggesting 
education vouchers for students in 
the District of Columbia’s public 
schools and tax breaks for people 
who reduce the nation’s health care 
costs by exercising regularly. 

“What if we encouraged you to 
stay in good enough shape you 
don’t get a heart attackT he said, 
refering to the tax code. 

Afterward, Gingrich warned in- 
quiring reporters not to mistake 
such “general principles” for con- 
crete policy initiatives. 
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“I’m in my professor role, so I 
don’t want to get into ‘Gingrich 
proposes this,’ ” he said. “I’m using 
the class environment to say to 
people, ‘Let’s open our minds up.’ 
. . . These are not policy proposals 
by the speaker of the House. They 
are an effort to begin a dialogue.” 

Dialogue is what Gingrich got 
during a two-hour town meeting in 
Marietta, a suburb in his district 
north of Atlanta. About 500 con- 
stituents stood for an ovation when 
the new speaker entered a middle 
school auditorium. He has repre- 
sented the prosperous area only 
since 1993. 

It is one of the most Republican 
districts in the nation, and one 
where relatively few residents have 
immet needs. Crowd reaction indi- 
cated strong support for Gingrich’s 
budget-cutting course. 


“How many of you are willing to 
go through major changes to, bal- 
ance the budget?” Gingrich asked. 
About two-thirds raised their 
hands, 

Gingrich did not warn of any spe- 
cific sacrifices. Even an end to the 
partial federal subsidy of public 
broadcasting, he said, could be ac- 
complished without any cutbacks 
with an infusion of private funds. 

“In my judgment, if we back off 
on this fight, I don’t see how you 
can expect us to get to a balanced 
budget,” he said. 

Some booed when a distraught 
man demanded that Gingrich pre- 
serve federal help for disabled chil- 
dren, such as the man’s son, be- 
cause “it’s the government’s 
responsibility.” The boy stood at 
his father’s side. 

Gingrich advised another woman 
who asked to meet with him on a 


special education issue to see his 
aide instead. 

‘It’s very difficult between try- 
ing to get the hundred days 
through in Washington and teach 
the course and do the town hall 
meetings,” he ejq)lained. 

With the rush to complete House 
action on the GOP “Contract With 
America” in 100 days, the speaker 
has had limited time to play local 
congressman. But he spent two 
hours Saturday evening in meet- 
ings with constituents and officials 
about the 1996 Sununer Olympics 
in Atlanta, nearby Dobbins Air 
Force Base, crime. Medicare and 
recycling. He held other constitu- 
ent meetings Friday afternoon. 

“We’ve been a little busy,” said 
Allan Lipsett, his local press secre- 
tary. “This is the first block of time 
we’ve had for office appointments 
this year.” 


